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End-to-End 

The Parish Magazine of  

Rivenhall and Silver End 

December        2023              50p 

Santa’s Sleigh will be travelling around the village from 

3.30 pm on the 17th of December See inside for full 

details of all our Christmas events 
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The Following are our services For December 2023 

 3rd  December  Advent Sunday 

9.30 am St Francis   Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s  All Age Worship  
 

10th December  2nd Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St Francis   Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion  
 

17th  December  3rd  Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St Francis   Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s  Matins / Morning Prayer 
 

24th  December  4th Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St Francis   Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion  
 

Christmas Eve (24th December) 

3 pm St Francis  Crib Service 

4.30 pm St Mary’s   Crib Service 
 

25th December  Christmas Day  

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion  

 

Church Contacts 

All  Contact should be Via the Churchwardens 

Parish Priest  Jane Quinton  01245 210930  

Churchwarden Denise Lane  07398 154289 

Churchwarden Peter Hope   01376 502605 

       Email phope02@gmail.com 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken   01376 583846 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Contact the Editor 07904 235101 or phope02@gmail.com 
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‘View from the Villages’ – the special present of Christmas……. 

Well December is upon us! Christmas is less than 4 

weeks away, and I am about to celebrate my first 

Christmas here in ‘the villages’. Which is very exciting! 

I admit I am someone who always looks forward to 

Christmas anyway, but this year I get to enjoy it in a 

new place and with new people J   

However, although Andy Williams (in one of my 

favourite Christmas songs) may sing about Christmas 

being ‘the most wonderful time of the year’, I know for 

countless people it will not be - for many different 

reasons.…..  

As I write, the trouble in Gaza shows no signs of 

alleviation; the attacks on Palestinians and Jews around 

the world that this situation has prompted is increasing; 

the war in Ukraine rages on; and people still do not 

have enough food to eat, are worried about paying 

bills, and this year will be having to face Christmas 

without the ones they love……I have also just read 

something a friend has posted about the stress being 

caused as she struggles to juggle her work and home 

life. And so, as we enter the so-called ‘season to be 

jolly’ (!), in which we can also be embroiled in the 

commercial pressures and expectancy of this time, it 

seems a good moment to remind us about the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

Of the fact that we are loved by a God who came to 

earth and took our human nature in order that we 

would know that He understands the pains and 

sadness, the vulnerabilities and disappointments, the 

temptations and pressures we have, because He 

experienced it Himself.  

Indeed, He loved us so much that He was willing to 

then sacrifice His life so that humanity could enjoy 
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something better….a peace that is not dependent on our 

circumstances! Because it is the peace of knowing that there 

is nothing that we can do that is beyond God’s forgiveness, 

beyond His grace, beyond His mercy, beyond His love, 

beyond His power to change…. and enable us to live in grace 

and mercy and love with ourselves and others.  

What a Christmas present that is! And it’s one that every 

single one of us is offered!  

So wishing everyone the life-changing love, peace and joy 

that Christmas truly  

offers.  

God bless  Revd Jane x 

PRAYER HOUR 
You are invited to meet with me on a Monday morning at 9am for 
an hour of prayer 

Sitting in peace and waiting on God, either in silence, or in 
words……  

I will be rotating around the churches as follows: 

Monday December 4th through to  Monday 26th February 2024– St 
Mary + All Saints, Rivenhall 

It will be lovely to see anyone that can come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Little Donkey is part of our set of ceramic crib 

figures. This and other figures were restored 

recently by Kirsty of the TV series Repair 

Workshop 



5 

Readings and Collects for December 2023 
3rd December  Advent Sunday 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:24-37  

Collect 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

10th December  2nd Sunday of Advent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Mark 1:1-8  

Collect 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 

judge and saviour 

we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. 
 

17h  December 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Carol Service 

Readings 

9 Lessons and Carols 

Collect 

God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 
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and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

24th December 4th Sunday of Advent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

2 Samuel 7:1 -11,16 

Romans 16:25-end 

Luke 1:26-38  

Collect 

Eternal God, 

as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 

so we wait for his coming in glory; 

bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 

to see, with her, our great salvation 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

25th December Christmas Day 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

John 1:1-14  
Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

your birth at Bethlehem 

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise 

as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God 
 

31st December 1st Sunday of Christmas 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 61: 10- 62:3 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Luke 2:15-21 

Collect 

God in Trinity, 

eternal unity of perfect love: 

gather the nations to be one family, 

and draw us into your holy life 

through the birth of Emmanuel, 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The 50/50 Club October 2023 winners  

1st Louise Fuller   2nd.Andrew Hook  3rd. B Bell 

WITHAM AND VILLAGES MOTHERS' UNION 

Thursday 7th December at 2 p.m. in St Nicolas church hall 
we are having a ‘bring and share’ Christmas Tea, followed 

by a quiz & entertainment. Do come and join us, you 
would be most welcome. 

To all the villages  

“A PEACEFUL & JOYOUS CHRISTMAS.” 

For more information contact Lynette Abbott on 01376  
 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

located in Church Road, Rivenhall is available for hire by local 

clubs, organisations and residents for numerous activities and 

events including weekly/monthly classes or meetings, social 

functions, parties, fundraising events, wedding receptions, 

coffee mornings and much more. The hall has a well-equipped 

kitchen, toilet facilities including disabled and a level access 

from the car park. Clubs and organisations currently using the 

hall are: 

Mondays: Under 5s storytelling mornings, Karate late 

afternoons and   

Scottish dancing -  2nd, 4th and 5th Monday evenings. 

Gardening Club 2nd Tues; Yoga Wednesday evenings; Carpet 

Bowls Thursday evenings. 

Saturday afternoons - 7th Day Adventist Church 

If you are interested in hiring the hall or joining any of 

the above groups, please contact the bookings secretary 

for further details by e-mailing:  

rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com 

For more general enquiries, please e-mail:  

secretaryrpfa@gmail.com 

Notice is hereby given:- that Rivenhall Playing Field 

Association will be holding their Annual General Meeting on 

Tuesday 23rd Jan commencing at 7.30 pm in the village hall. 

mailto:rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:secretaryrpfa@gmail.com
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All are welcome and we would be pleased if any locals would 

be prepared to become committee members or officers to 

ensure the village hall continues to serve our magnificent 

village and surrounding areas. 

Agenda. 

1. apologies 

2. Previous notes agreed and signed 

3. Chairman’s report 

4. Treasurers Report 

5. Election of Chair 

6. Election of treasurer 

7. Election of committee. 

 
NOTES OF RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 7TH NOVEMBER 2023 IN RIVENHALL VILLAGE 
HALL 
 

Present: Cllrs Turner (Chairman), Macrae, Wright, Cairns, 

Prime and Hammond 

Also Present:  Kevin Money (Parish Clerk), ECC Cllr Ross 

Playle, and one member of the public 

Apologies: Cllr Abbott 

Janet Stobart of the Rural Community Council of Essex 

(RCCE) gave a talk about undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan.  

Key areas covered were:- 

• They are Community Led Plans 

• There needs to be an assessment of land use and 

infrastructure 

• Setting out a policy on the development and use of land 

• When it becomes a development plan document 

• Planning Objectives 

• Key neighbourhood projects and infrastructure priorities 

• Certain stages are Statutory ie Approval of the “Area 

and “Body” 
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• Average cost is about £15,000-£18,000 but grant funds 

are available 

• There are five main stages 

• Additional grants are available for hiring Planning 

Consultants 

• Janet Stobart will assist but a planning expert is 

required 

• Rivenhall would need to start on 01 January 2024 to 

obtain 2024 grant 

Public Forum:  A Neighbourhood Plan could offer an 

opportunity for Rivenhall to gain amenity land from unused 

parcels of A12 compulsorily purchased fields. 

Chairman’s Report:  At the railway bridge and in the A12 

underpass are two particular locations in Rivenhall End with 

unacceptable levels of flooding, yet it has become impossible 

to speak to anyone in Highways responsible for resolving 

these.  The Chairman has written to our MP and is awaiting a 

response.  On recent social media there have been 

comments regarding the incinerator, stating the parish 

council should be up in arms about this, and it should be top 

of their agenda: the Chairman reminded everyone that the 

parish council had objected most strongly to every 

incinerator planning application since the early 1990s when it 

was first mentioned, and has done ever since.  The principle 

of a Rivenhall incinerator now has formal approval and 

construction is sadly underway.  Henry Dixon Hall has agreed 

to store rock-salt for winter Rivenhall End use.  The Rivenhall 

End noticeboard was damaged in the recent gales: it was 

suggested that Phil Little might store the detached 

nameboard and provide an estimate for repairs. 

ECC Councillor report:  re flooding at the A12 Underpass, 

this will be raised at the forthcoming highways liaison 

meeting.  Potholes, more have been filled but some only 

have a “make-safe” repair, not a permanent repair.  Ross 

Playle will press for the damaged footway to be repaired 

outside Henry Dixon Hall. 
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BDC Councillor Report: Braintree’s Local Plan was adopted 

in 2022 but will be reviewed in 2024 with a view to its 

replacement being adopted in 2027.  BDC completed its 

annual cut of roadside verges: this is a three-year trial to 

enhance biodiversity. It is likely parish councils will receive 

no street cleaning grant for 2024/5 

General Maintenance:  ECC forms to be printed and 

completed for three submissions for pedestrian road crossing 

points.  No new quotations yet received for the war memorial 

restoration.  The parish council will obtain a licence from BDC 

to re-create the village green flower beds on the village 

green near the Oak.  The chairman thanked Cllr Hammond 

for clearing the war memorial garden in time for the 

Remembrance Sunday service.   

Essex Waste Partnership Strategy:  Cllr Abbott to draft a 

response for the council’s consideration. 

Greenhouses at Rivenhall Airfield: We have already 

objected to these plans, but the proposer offered to come 

and give the council a presentation.  As there is nothing 

“new” currently proposed, we declined the offer until or 

unless new plans are submitted. 

Rivenhall Incinerator:  As no new plans are on the table, it 

was decided not to invite IWMF’s John Tatton to the January 

2024 meeting. 

Planning Matters:   

• Electric Gates at Park Gate Farmhouse: we had no 

objections 

• Solar Farm on land off Park Road, Rivenhall.  The 

Appeal starts at 10:00 on 12 December 2023 at Howard 

Hall, Braintree Masonic Centre, Bocking End.  Rivenhall 

Parish Council had objected to this application. 

Rivenhall Millennium Committee - Christmas 
Events 

 
In just a few weeks' time we will put 2023 behind us, and let 
us hope that 2024 will be safer and less violent world. 
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The Rivenhall Millennium Committee will, as normal, be 
offering a little brightness and cheer to all our residents over 
Christmas.  We intend to erect the Rivenhall Christmas tree 
and lights on Saturday 9th December. 
 
On Sunday 17th December we plan to guide Santa around 
the village in his sleigh:  we will leave Rivenhall Hall about 
3:30 pm.  Santa’s helpers will deliver a gift to all homes with 
a resident aged 70 or over, and sweets to all the children who 
come out to see Santa.  If you are unable to be outside, 
please do give Santa a wave from your window as we would 
love to see you.  If the weather is very wet, we may need to 
put back this event.  About a week before this, Santa;s 
helpers will be delivering a Christmas card to every home in 
Rivenhall. 
 
On Tuesday 19th December we will hold our annual Carols 
on the Green around the Christmas tree, accompanied by the 
Chelmsford Silver Band: this will start at 7:30 pm.  In the 
event of bad weather, we will assemble in Rivenhall Village 
Hall for the carols.  Following the carols there is a free village 
get-together in the Village hall with delicious pastries, fruit 
juice and mulled wine: on stage the Chelmsford Silver Band 
will be playing their delightful medleys of seasonal tunes.  Of 
course there will be the usual fabulous raffle! 
 
The Rivenhall Millennium Committee wishes all residents a 
very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  

  

A Trip to Mexico 

My daughter Sarah and I (Peter Hope Editor) have just 
returned from a trip to the East Coas of Mexico and while we 
are enjoying the Cold weather I thought I would show some 
highlights in pictures of the trip. We were fortunate to visit 
Mayan Ruins, swim in underground caves called Cenotes, 
swim and snorkel in warm waters and in Sarah’s case swim 
with Dolphins.  We had a great time. And we also met up 
with Sarah’s Godmother Judy who lives in Vancouver but 
travels to Riviera Maya near Cancun for a holiday at this 
time. 
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Sails in the Sunset and below a Toucan and the Ruins of a 

Mayan temple 
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Dolphins in the Harbour near our Hotel 

Who’s a pretty boy then! 
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A Picture from John Macrae which sums up how things have 

been around her lately. 
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Christmas in Rivenhall & Silver End 2023 
Saturday  9th 12.00pm CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

    St Francis Silver End 
 

Saturday 16th December 4.00pm  

TIME TO REMEMBER’ 

   St Mary’s Rivenhall 

   quiet time to reflect on those no  

   longer with us this Christmas Season 

CAROLS 

at St Mary’s Church Rivenhall 

Led by Rev. Jane Quinton 
 

Our Carol Service  will be held at St Mary’s 

Church Rivenhall on  

Sunday 17th of December at 11 am  

come and get in the mood for Christmas!! 
 

Carols on the Green 
Tue 19th  December ... 7:30 pm - Carols on the green with 

the Chelmsford Silver Band (NOTE: to be held in the Village Hall 

if inclement weather), followed by:- 

Tue 19th December ... Approx 8:15 pm - Free village get-

together in the Village Hall with seasonal tunes from the 

Chelmsford Silver Band.  Free mince pies, sausage rolls, mulled 

wine and fruit juice, plus a wonderful raffle. 

************ 

24th of December Crib Services 

3 pm St Francis Silver End  

4.00 pm St Mary’s Rivenhall 

************ 
25th December Christmas Day 

11.00 am St Mary’s Communion Service led by Rev. 

Jane Quinton 
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Rivenhall & Silver End 

End to End Nature Care 
Programme of Winter Evening Meetings 2023/24 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings are at 8pm at 

Silver End Congregational Church, Silver Street, Silver End 
CM8 3QF 

Cost: £2.00 at the door, includes tea/coffee and biscuits. 

For details of all group activities telephone Simon on 01621 
810141 or    07947 388180 or visit our website:     

www.e2e.silverend.org 

Why not join our Facebook group: End to End Nature care 

Wednesday 
13th Dec 23 

Winter Social at Fiddlesticks, 44 Straw-
berry Lane, Tolleshunt Knights CO5 
0RX. 7:30pm for 8pm. All very welcome. 
Bring nibbles and/or drink if you can. 
The evening will include a short com-
mittee meeting. 

Wednesday 
17th Jan 24 

Tim Sapsford: “Bats”. Tim is the County 
Recorder for bats and heavily involved 
with the Essex Bat Group. 

Wednesday 
21st Feb 24 

“Science & Nature” quiz night with 
quizmaster Andrew Moss. 

Wednesday 
20th Mar 24 

Renee Hockley-Byan (Chairman, North 
East Essex Badger Group). 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Surgery Opening hours:- 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

Monday and Wed 8.30 am –7.30 pm 

Tues, Thurs & Fri 8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat  8.30 am to 12 Noon 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 30 YEARS  

Late night surgery Monday’s 

and Wednesdays till 7.30pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 

• Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

• Computer Viruses Removed 

• Operating System Upgrades 

• Upgrade to Windows 10 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

Peter.hope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent 

In Witham & Braintree 
We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

Serving the Local Community for over125 Years 

30 RAYNE ROAD, BRAINTREE, CM7 2QH 

01376 342266 

4 THE STREET, WHITE NOTLEY, CM8 1RH 

01376 583750 

WWW.GCSFD.CO.UK 
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Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Scott 

2023 Christmas is upon us, so let’s look at a few articles I 

have found relating from Christmases from Rivenhall and Sil-

ver End’s past. 

In 1871 at Hoo Hall by kind permission of Mr. Porter a very 

musing and instructive lecture was delivered by Mr. J. Orst.  

“Christmas festivities and ceremonies of the olden time.”  

The lecture described the various customs in different parts 

of the country, with attention paid to customs peculiar to Es-

sex especially those of Rivenhall and neighbouring places.  

The outdoor customs of Christmas-Eve were illustrated by 

members of the Kelvedon Band of Hope reciting carols and 

playing fifes (a medieval wind instrument similar to a flute) 

kettle drums, and bones.  The part strong drink played in 

those customs, was adverted to, and warnings given of its 

insidious tendency. 

1895 The widows and large families of Rivenhall were given a 

gift of Coals.  These were purchased with the proceeds of the 

late concert and a donation from Mrs. Parker of Durwards 

Hall. 

1909 In the Church magazine of that year the Rector Herbert 

Henry Willmott wrote this:  The Feast of Christmas  

The Festival of Holy Christmas, with all its sacred association, 

is close at hand.  It is the Birthday of God manifest in the 

Flesh, a day of rejoicing for all mankind.  The world forgets 

all about the Sacred Infant and devotes the day to gormand-

izing and drinking, thereby losing the true happiness of 

Christmas, and also causing injury to these bodies of ours, so 

fearfully and wonderfully made.  These foolish people not on-

ly injure their spiritual life, but also empty their pockets, and 

generally have to go to the doctor to be set right.  How 

strange it is that so many should act in this senseless man-

ner.  If is a vivid illustration of the cynical assertion of Thom-

as Carlyle to the effect that most people in these island are 

fools.  But by God’s graces we will not so spend Christmas.  
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Let each faithful son and daughter of the Church be found at 

the     altar, on that Sacred day to receive the Bread of Life.  

There was no room in the Inn for the Child-God on that first 

Christmas morn.  Let Him find a shelter in our hearts on 

Christmas Day.   

1939 The Silver End section of the British Legion held a 

Christmas party in the Village Hall.  Mrs Tinworth presiding 

and supervising the arrangements made by the committee.  

Festive greetings were sent to Mrs. Maunsell Bradhurst, presi-

dent, who was unable to be present.  Woollen knitted com-

forts were parcelled and despatch to Legionnaires serving at 

home and abroad.  Refreshments of Christmas cake and 

mince pies and many novel competitions were arranged in a 

musical evening.  Winners included Mrs Thynne (whistling) 

and Mrs Reynolds (jumbled names) 

1939 A Children’s Christmas Concert was organised by the 

Crittall Athletic Club.  This was enjoyed by a crowed audience 

in the Village Hall.  The children provide much of the talent, 

prizes being awarded for the best “turns.”  Frank Sturge, 

aged 9, secured premier award with a recitation: Joan Taylor 

and Olive Wright were second with a duet; and Betty Ander-

son sang and tap-danced to obtain the third.  Consolation 

winners were M. Bletchley. J. Holland, P. Jones, Iris Aldridge 

and K. Demicol.  Mr. W. Cary (Witham) infused humour into 

the programme, assisted by Mr. T. W. Scriverner, who also 

compered and Mr Bert Collier of “Band Wagon” fame, played 

the trumpet.  Mr Charles Jones was in general charge.  

1940 Rivenhall Church Hall (Village Hall) was host to entertain 

Rivenhall and evacuee Children in fine style with a Christmas 

party.  Included in the menu of eats, Pheasants, cakes, plum 

puddings and each child had a cracker.  145 children were en-

tertained by Clown Bertram and reported they had a very 

happy time.  Mrs Bradhurst and Mrs Fitzgerald distributed 

toys to each child and was organised by Col. A. Wood of Riv-

enhall Place. 

I would like to wish you all warmth and good health over 

Christmas and the coming year.  I leave you with this: 
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December 21st is the winter solstice – the longest night and 

the shortest day.  It is said wherever the wind is on this 

day, there it will stop for the next month.  It is also St. 

Thomas’s Day; on this day old women went ‘a-Thomasing’ 

or collecting money. 

The 2023 Famous Rivenhall Races 

In Rivenhall village hall on 28 October, the Rivenhall Millennium 

Committee held its popular fund-raising race night which has now 

been going for 21 years! 

Yet another sell-out full grandstand enjoyed the camaraderie of 

village folk coming together to relax, chat, laugh, joke, and have 

an all-together light-hearted evening. 

Chief Steward and Master of Ceremonies was our Rivenhall Millen-

nium Committee Chairman Bob Turner.  On the Tote were young 

Wilson Kerr and Jack Prime BEM.  John Macrae again created the 

race card. 

This annual village event (Covid years excepted) raises essential 

monies that all go to support various winter charitable actions that 

bring our village community together.  

Specimen Christmas trees now cost about £900!  The Committee 

purchases, erects, and illuminates a tree every year for the village 

to enjoy.  Carols on the green with the Chelmsford Silver Band, a 

follow-on free village get-together with music, snacks, raffle and 

refreshments, Christmas cards to every home, gifts to all house-

holds with a member aged 70 or over, and our Santa Sleigh that 

glides round the village just before Christmas, are just a few of its 

enterprises! 

The photo shows one of our horse races in progress, amidst much 

cheering and support from the punters.  In the final race, “The 

Chairman’s Choice Cup”, we auction the eight horses, and the 

winning horse owner takes home 50% of the bids.  We were de-

lighted that our novice local horse owners Mavis and John White 

purchased the star performer: we cannot mention the horses 

name for fear of a Shergar repeated heist, but I am sure Mavis 

and John will delight in telling you the name of their victorious eq-

uine specimen. 

Most sincere thanks must go everyone who supports our village 

enterprises, and to this year’s sponsors, our very own village DRH 
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Landscapes - to continue to have a sell-out venue after 21 years is 

truly phenomenal.  There was great “investment” in our wonderful 

raffle too - thank you.  Once again Carole McCarthey left no purse 

or wallet unturned! 

Hi there 

I’m Steve Lawes, a freelance artist, community arts professional, 

and medievalist based in Southend-on-Sea. 

Together with Unpuzzled Theatre CIC, I created a Knight at the Mu-

seum – an interactive arts and theatre experience based around the 

story of the Prittlewell Prince, Southend’s nationally-significant An-

glo-Saxon archaeological find. Through a 45-minute play and 1-

hour arts workshop, we delve into the history and myth of this un-

known member of the East Saxons’ royal family. As you may know, 

the Prittlewell Prince is incredibly important as the artefacts found 

in his tomb have challenged our historical understanding around the 

dating of the conversion of the English to Christianity. 

In summer 2023, we received funding from Arts Council England to 

deliver this programme at Southend Central Museum. Now, we are 

looking forward to the summer of 2024 and want to take our work 

to a wider audience. We are currently writing a funding bid to Essex 
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County Council, due on December 10th, to tour this work to church-

es that have an Anglo-Saxon connection throughout the county. The 

ancient churches in Essex are a significant symbol of the process of 

the conversion of the pagan East Saxons, and therefore the perfect 

place to host this work. 

We would be delighted if you would consider putting your church 

forward as a site for the play. The play will be free to the public, 

helping your church to reach new people interested in heritage, and 

opening the possibility of the church being used as a venue for a 

wider range of activities. 

In order to help bolster our funding bid, we would really appreciate 

you putting a few details in a short letter: 

1. That you would like to be involved, and can offer us the use of 

the space free of charge for up to two days in the summer holidays 

2. Any potential dates that we could be a part of (for example, her-

itage open days) during the summer holidays (late-July – end of Au-

gust 2024); or, if not applicable, just what days would be best for 

us to come generally in the summer. 

3. If possible, a brief sentence or two about how this will encourage 

visitors to your church 

Finally, if you could give any of the following logistical details to us 

separate from the above, that would really help us with planning: 

1. Any logistical issues with access to your site 

2. Any contact details for group/organisation leaders in your com-

munity we should send marketing information to 

3. Anything else that we should need to consider 

Thank you so much for your time, I look forward to hearing back 

from you soon. 

Kind Regards, Steve Lawes 

www.stevelawesarts.co.uk  07837543901 

Steve.lawes1@hotmail.co.uk 

Victoria Jones www.unpuzzledtheatre.com 

victoria@unpuzzledtheatre.com 

 

 



27 

ST MARY + ALL SAINTS 
CHURCH, RIVENHALL 

SATURDAY 16th DECEMBER 
4.00pm 

‘TIME TO REMEMBER’ 
A time of quiet, prayers and music, as we 

remember those who are no longer with us 
this Christmas time. 
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An Evening of Scottish Fare and Entertainment at 

SILVER END VILLAGE HALL 

The Broadway, Silver End CM8 3RQ  

 

Live music with The Caledonian Reelers  

and Caller Sue Last  

Piping interlude 
  

7.00pm for 7.15pm  

Last dance 11.30, Carriages 11.45pm 

  

Tickets available from Ann Kerr 01376 515437 

Please bring your own drinks and glasses  

BURNS SUPPER  
Saturday 3 February 2024 

  

 

Tickets 
£32 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER - CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2023 

Bethel Christian Fellowship: 

Sunday 17 December10:30 am Children/Family Christmas Service 

4.30 pm   Carol Service 

25th December  10:30 am    Christmas Day Service (about 1 hour) 
 

All at: Wood End Farm, Hatfield Road, Witham CM8 1EH 
 

Witham Methodist Church: 

Sunday 24 December  10.30 am   Christmas Carol Service 

Sunday 25 December  10.00 am   Christmas Day Service 
 

Guithavon Valley Church (Valley Church) 

Sunday 10 December    5.30 pm   Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 17 December  11.00 am   All-Age Christmas Celebration 

Sunday 24 December  11.00 am   Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday 25 December  10.30 am   Christmas Day Service 
 

Baptist Church 

Sunday 17 December6:30 pm Carols by Candlelight 

Christmas Day             10.30 am All Age Worship 

Both at the Royal British Legion Hall 

United Reform Church 
Sunday 17 December 10.30 am Nativity A Messy Church Style Service 

6.30 pm    Traditional Candlelit Carol Service 

Christmas Eve  10.30 am All Age Service 

Christmas Day  10.30 am All Age Christmas Service 

New Year’s Eve  10.30 am All Age Service 

    11.30 pm Thanksgiving & Celebration of Life 

St Nicolas Church (Anglican)   
Sunday 17 December  6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight 

Christmas Eve  4.00 pm Crib Service 

    11.30 pm Midnight Communion 

Christmas Day  9.30 am Christmas Holy Communion 

  

The Holy Family & All Saints (Roman Catholic)   
Christmas Eve  5.30 pm Vigil Mass 

    10.00 pm Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day  10.00 am Christmas Day Mass 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

&8 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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TUESDAY PRAISE 
at Witham URC - everyone welcome 

December 2023 

5th December Revd. Femi Cole-Njie  

   ) 

12th December Pastor Keith Ives 

 (Evangelical Church) 

19th December Ian Hardie 

26th December No Service 

 

 12.30    
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For more information go to: 

http://www.colemansfisheries.co.uk/witham/cafe/ 

Colemans Cottage Fisheries 

Little Braxted Ln, Witham CM8 3EX  

FREE PARKING 01376 516383 

COLEMANS COTTAGE FISHERIES 

Lakeview Tearooms  

Come and enjoy the view whilst  

having a bite ro eat 

 
Open Thursday to Sunday 9am to 3pm 
Breakfast, Lunches 
Bar, Snacks 
Afternoon Tea 
Sunday Roast (01376 516383 to Book) 

Grow, Flourish. Succeed 

Academy 

Nursery 

we are pleased to be offering a 

nursery school 

for children ages 2 years and up.  

Each session will cost £10 (£20 for 

a full day) 

Nursery sessions during term time: 

Mornings:        8.45am - 11.45am 

Afternoons:     11.45am - 2.45pm 

All Day:             8.45am - 2.45pm 

If you would be interested in a 

place, please email 

nurserysil@connectedlearningmat.co

.uk with your child's name, date of 

birth and the sessions and days you 

require. 

mailto:nurserysil@connectedlearningmat.co.uk
mailto:nurserysil@connectedlearningmat.co.uk
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall                       email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ  01376 538838 

 
Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage  587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray  583913 

Friendship Club Maureen Green   585275  

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 07952 992782  

Gardening Club Liz Woor  585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Elaine Hall on +44 7885 489788   
St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips  583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns  584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion  583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson  583255 

Doctors Surgery    583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt  07707 084608 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell   584639 Web 

Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues 2pm to 6pm  Thurs/Saturday 9am to 1pm 
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